THE DARK AGES
growth of Britain's industrial population had con-
veniently raised prices, and a protectionist policy that
excluded all foreign cattle and sheep maintained them
at an agreeable level.   True, there came an appalling
slump when Napoleon was at last disposed of, but in
slumping times a tup can be made to do the work of
two if fresh pastures are procured for the lambs he
gets;  and fresh pasture was easily found by evicting
the people who tilled it.   There was a certain amount
of rioting, notably in Ross-shire and the Islands,
when some of the crofters had the audacity to defend
their  property.    There   were   unpleasant   tales   of
starvation, of old men and children with no roof but
the rain, and pregnant women with no bed but a
ditch.   There were stories of stinking emigrant ships
that carried, willy-nilly and without provision for
the future, unhappy people who had no English to
a distant land that spoke no  Gaelic.    There was
evidence that a people who had been proud and
gracious and kindly and strong were now broken
alike in spirit and in body.   But despite these un-
pleasant circumstances  the Highland landlords  did
very well out of their evictions till it became apparent
that the earth will not for ever give its fruits without
husbandry, and that other countries than Scotland
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